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A — given Occaſion to the following 
Animadverſions. The Author of this remarka- 
ble Piece, ſets out with diſplaying before his 
Readers, a labour'd Deſcription of the Contro- 
wverſy that the Jews had with St. Stephen, and of 
the diſhoneſt Methods, which were practis d, to 
deſtroy the Reputation and Life of the Holy 
Martyr. He then proceeds, as he profeſſes, to 
diſcourſe, in general, on the Practice of Calumny 
and Defamation in Religious Controverſies, and on 


A 2 "6... 


MONGST all the Productions 
which the Preſs has brought forth 
in any of theſe laſt Years, I have 
met with nothing ſo Artful and 

== inſidious as the Sermon that has 


troverſy between the Fews 2 © 
ly produc'd here as a Parallel to the Controverſy, 


their Tears, and Beeleftaſtical Dignity, and of 


” mm 
the ordinary Cauſes and Effects of this Practice; 
but it is Obvious to every Reader, that the Con- 


Jews and St. Stephen, is 7 
that ſeveral Great, and Learned Divines of the 


Church of England, have lately been engag'd in 
with the Bis Hop of Bangor; tis this PR E- 


LATE, who is deſcrib'd throughout the Sermon, 
under the Character of the Brave and Pious 


St. Stephen; tis He on whom the Preacher be- 


ſtows ſuch lofty and ſtrain'd Encomiums: And 


tis the Great and Learned Divines before- 
mention d, who are repreſented as * Jews, as 
abandon d Wretches, and as Perſons guilty of moſt 
| baſe Proceedings, and wicked Practices. The pre- 
tended general Diſcourſe on the Cauſes and EH. 
Fels of the Practice of Calumny and Defamation,, | 


is a ſeyere Satire on ſuch Perſons, as are ſuppos d 


to be chargeable with this Practice in the late 
Controverſy ; and particularly on the Reverend 
Doctor Snape and Doctor Sherlock, whoſe Con- 
duct and Proceedings ſeem to be deſcrib'd in the 
ſtrongeſt Colours, in the Introduction to the 
Diſcourſe, and who are plainly alluded to by the 
SkERMON-WRITER, when he ſpeaks of + Per- 
ions that officiated and preſided in the Jewiſh Syna- 
gogucg. I ſhall therefore endeavour, to the ut- 
molt of my Abilities, to vindzcate theſe Reverend 


and Worthy Gentlemen; who, on Account of 


their 
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- their matchleſs Stil and Cunning in the Ma- 
nagement of Controverſies, deſerve a different 
kind of Treatment, from that which they have 
met with, from a ſawcy, young Preacher, a Fel- 
low of a College, undignify 4 and unpreferred ; 
and who, for this Reaſon, receives too much Ho- 
ncur, when he receives Chaſtiſement from my Pen. 
After the Introduction to this Diſcourſe, the 
 SERMON-WRITER tells us, That what he 
takes to be the ſinful and ordinary Cauſes of 
the Practice of Calymny and Defamation in Religi- 
ous Controverſy, are Pride and Envy, Self- 
Intereſt and Avarice, Inhncerity, and an Evil 
Conſcience. In treating* of theſe Cauſes, he 
purpoſely enumerates the ſeveral - Circumſtan- 
ces, which were moſt obſervable, in the Con- 
Aut of the two Doctors above-mention'd, in 
their Diſputes with the BiSHoP of Bangor; 
and thereby Attempts to inſinuate to his Rea- 
ders, that the Conduct of Dr. Snape and Dr. 
Sherlock was produc d and influenc d by ſuch fin- 
C%%%J%%%%/%ĩ%/%// / ˙ ˙ —. t!l,.—˙;ͥ—Ü ˙Aur ang 
The Method that the SERMON- WRTrgR uſes 
to aſperſe theſe Gentlemen, I {hall chuſe to ob. 
ſerve in clearing them from his Aſperſions; and 
therefore I ſhall prove, in the firſt Place, that their 
Conduct in their Diſputes with the BIS HOP of 
Bangor, can't be imputed to Pride or Envy. 
For ſuppoſing, but by no means, gran- 
ting, — that Dr. Snape and Dr. Sherlock, did 
endeavour, by the Pracliſe of Calumny and Defa- 
mation, to ruin the Reputation of their Adverſa- 
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And as it thus is prov'd, that th 
Dr. Snape and Dr. Sherlock, in their Controver- 
with che Biſhop of Barger, cannot juſtly be, 
ne Og „„ wr 


TSF 


ry, and to expoſe him to popular Odinm, and 
Contempt; yet it can't be ſaid, without manifeſt 
Injuſtice, that either Pride, or Envy, was the 
| Cauſe of this Practiſe. Who has ever heard of 
the Pride of Dr. Snape or Dr. Sherlock? Or 
who, but ſuch Men as this SERMON-WRrITER 
will not joyn in celebrating theſe Gentlemen, for 
Afﬀability, and Condeſcention, for Good nature, 
and Humility; for being poor in Spirit, and for 
thinking of themſelves more modeſtly and Jowly than 
they ought to think ? As for Envy, it would be 
abſurd as well as j»jurious to impute it to either 
of theſe Reverend Perſonages ; If the SERMON- 
WRITER had ever read what was publiſhed by 
Them, in the late Controverſy, He could not poſ- 
ſibly have charg'd them with guvying their Anta- 
 goniſt, He muſt needs have been inform'd that 
the BisHoP is not only treated by em without 
the leaſt Degree of Reſpect, but even with an 
Air of the moſt ſeemingly real and profound 
Contempt. His very Abilities and Qualifications 
to appear in Controverſy, are diſallow d by them, 
and His Pretenſious to Learning are entirely ſet 
at Naught. So low and mean an Opinion do they 
expreſs of Him, that HE appears to be more the 
Object of Pity than of Envy, and to be utterly 
unworthy of thoſe extravagant Praiſes, which 
Perſous of like Sentiments with the SERMON-WRI- 
IER have always beſtowed on HMM. 
Condudt of 


* 


5 


imputed either to Pride or Envy; So, may it 


be prov'd, that it would be equally anjuſt, to im- 
pute it to what are mention d, by the SERMon- 
WRITER, as the ſecond Cauſes of Calumny and De- 
famation, Self- Intereſt, and Avarice. x 
What a Stock of Aſſurance muſt a Man be 
poſſeſſed of, who can be guilty of the Practiſe 
of Calumny and Defamation, whilſt He is formal- 


ly declaiming againſt it; and who has dard 


from the Pulpit and the Preſs, to fix a Saſpicion 
of Self-Tntereft and Avarice, on Perſons of the 


moſt Mortify d and Confin'd Deſires : On Perſons 
who have render d themſelves both Eminent and 
Amiable, by a ' «60g yer and generous Beha- 


viour ; by Liberality, and Munificence ; by a 


Contempt of Money, and a Neglect of every Thing 
that might conduce to their own Advancement 
in Worldly Wealth and Honour. If any one 
ſhould doubt that this is the true Character of 


Dr. Suape and Dr. Sherlock, let me refer him, for 


Satisfaction herein, to all ſuch Perſons at Cam- 
bridge, or at Chicheſter, as have the Happineſs to 
| know what Spirit theſe Doctors are F, and He 
will ſoon be convinc'd whether the SRRMON- 
WRrITER's Peracity, or Mine, is molt to be rely'd 
on. Bur ſuppoſing their Character, as here repre- 
| ſented, was not ſo generally Notorious and Undoub- 


ted as it is, yet what Room could there be for the 


SkRMON. W RTT RR to aſſign Self- Intereſt and Aua- 
rice, as the Cauſes of their being guilty of the Practice 
of Calumny and Defamation, in their Controverſy, 


with the Biſpop of Bangor? How is it poſſible, that 
f „ they 


guiſb d with 


e.. 


. 


(SY 


they ſhould be miſled by any /e/f/ſb Views, to 
endeavour to make the Biſhop odious ? Can it be 
thought, that they ſhould propoſe the leaſt Ad. 
vantage to themſeives, by doing the greateſt 
Miſchief that they were able, to Another >» Or 
is it likely that any Man ſhould attempt to ruin 
the Reputation of an Adverſary, in order to im- 
prove their own Fortune? Such Perſons as the 


SkRMON-WRITER may, perhaps, imagine that 
theſe diſintereſted Gentlemen, might have had 


ſome Hopes of being rewarded, with additional 
Preferments and Promotions in the Church for their 
ſeaſonable Attempts, to put a dangerous Oppoſer to 
Shame and Silence. But ſuch Opinions as theſe, are 


almoſt roo abſurd to deſerve Notice. To think 


that any Perſons, who are poſſeſſed of ſuch very 
large and 7 Preferments, and are diftin- | 
ſo many Titles Of Eccleſiaſtical Dig- 
nity and Pre-eminence, as Dr. Snape, and Dr. 
Sherlock, ſhould be influenc d by any Hopes of fu. 
ture Preferments, would be to ſuſpect them of 
the moſt inſatiable and ſelfiſh Deſires ; from 


which 1 have prov'd them to be altogether 


- ad 


Beſides, no one, is ignorant, that at the Time 


when theſe worthy Divines engag d in Controverſy, 
with the above-mention'd Prelate, all the B- 
ſhopricks were ſaid to be diſpos'd of by a certain 
GREAT MAN, to Whom, it's more than probable 
that weither of theſe Gentlemen would have 
ſcem' d ſo conſiſtent and explicite in pro ing Prin- 


ciples , which HE approv d of as to have merited 


0 


* 


/ 


The tedious Diſputes which hav 


; „ "” 
a Reward of this kind, The SERMON-WgI. 


TER has therefore been guilty of manifeſt In- 
Juſtice, by charging theſe generous Voluntiers in 


Religious Controverſy, with being led by Self. 


Intereſt and Avarice, to make their Adverſa- 


ty odious by the Practice of Calumm and De- 


J , eee 
Nor is he leſs unjuſt in aſcribing this Pra- 


ctice of Theirs, un, for Argument. ſake, 
that they have 


een Guilty of it,) to Inſince- 
e,, _ ..*_ -; 
c lately ta- 
ken Riſe from the various Significations of the 
Word SINCERITY, haye made it ſo 1 
and tireſome a SubjeF ; that, T wiſh, 1 could 


be excus'd from meddling with ir. But the 


very great Eſteem that I have for the two in- 


jur l Doctors, will not ſuffer me to be wanting 


in their Yindication, againſt this laſt Article of 


the SERMON-WRITER's Charge: A Charge that 


is ſo Deſlitute of Truth, ſo meer a Calumny, 
that it almoſt confutes itſelf. For a Aug muſt 
be Blind, that will not Acknowledge, that the 


| SinceriTY of theſe Doctors has ſhone forth 


508 the whole Controverſy, with xo leſs 


| Splendor than any of the other 1 Qualities, 
P 


which have render d them Corſpicuous. 
The Reverend Dr. Snape, in particular, has 
been ſo uniform and conſiſtent in his Zeal againſt 


the BisHoy of Bangor, that one might have 


thought 
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thought the SINCERITY of his Zeal would never 
have been queſtion d. He has charg'd the BisHop 
with ſolemn Prevarication, With patronizing a 
Jeſuit, &c. in ſuch ftrong and poſitive Terms, and 
with ſo much ſeeming Self-Convidion, and Aſu- 
rance of Certainty, that we cannot but think 
him Sincere, unleſs we ſuppoſe (what it's Cha- 
| rity to Hope cannot be ſuppos'd) that he is 

a very baſe and diſhoneſt Man. It muſt be own'd, 
indeed, that he has been extreamly wanting in 
his Proofs to ſupport his ſeveral Charges againſt ' 
the Bishop: But whether ſo 7mmaterial and 
accidental a Circumſtance, as tbis, could afford 

a juſt Provocation to the SERMON- WRTTRR for 
reflecting on the Doctors SINCERITY, I leave 
it to any unbyaſs'd and equitable Reader to 


* 


% AA ĩé v ĩð- 
In Viundication of the Doctrines, which the 
oo Man has taught ; it may be ſaid, that he 
has deliver d them in ſo plain and fimplea Man- 
ner, and with ſuch an Air of Meaving what 
he taught, that if his Docfrines were the Reſult 
of an Evil Conſcience ; tis hard, (I may fay 
Impoſſible) to diſcover what are the Signs of 
a Conſcience that's truly good. TISs THE HEIGTH 
OF PRESUMPTION——OF MOST ABSURD AND 


IMPIOUS PRESUMPTION——FOR MEN WHO ARE 
NOT EMPOWER'D TO BE SEARCHERS OF HEARTS, 
OR DISCERNERS OF SPIRITS, TO SET TR: 
SELVES UP AS JUDGES OF THEIR CHRISTIA 
Rod eb 7 


BRETHREN, IN AFFAIRS RELATING TO CONScI- 
| ENCE, AND To PRONOUNCE PEREMPTORILY ON 


' THE INTERNAL STATE OF THE MIND, AND ON | 


THE SINCERITY, OR INSINCERITY OE THE 

TrougGnHTs. Dr. Snape, therefore, with Reſpect 
to the Doctrines which he taught in the late 
Controverſy, ought to be look d on as clear 


of the SERMON-WRTT ENS Charge of Inſincerity, 


and an Evil Conſcience; unleſs it was true, 


what I have prov'd is falſe, that the Conduct 


of the Doctor, in his Diſputes with the BIsBop, 
may be imputed, either to Pride or Envy, 
to Self-Tntereſ or Avarice, or to any other 
irregular Paſſion, or unlawful Motive. 


As for Dr. Sherlock, his Title to SNCERT FV, 
may by prov'd-.as clearly. as Dr. Snape s, tho 
with greater Diſiculty; for it cannot be denied, 
that in ſome Farts of his 4 "ritings, ſomething 
may be found that looks like Inconſiſteucey and 
Self.Contradiftion. It is the. Misfortune of this 
worthy Dean, to be reputed the Author. of a 


Sermon preach'd on the 5th of November, 1712. 
before the Lord Mayor, and printed with Dr. 
-Sherlock's Name to it. But to a Perſon that's 


converſant. in the late Tr atts of the Dean of | 


| Chicheſter, there's room enough given to belicve, 


thar he is greatly injur d in this Particular. So 
much Repugnancy is there between the Senti- 


ments of the Writer of this Sermon, and the 


FT 


4 
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on ſake, that Dr. Sherlock is the Author of this 


unlucky Piece 7, without giving our Oxford. Preacher 


the leaſt Advantage. For, notwithſtanding the 
apparent Repugnancy that is confeſs d to be 


between /everal Parts of the Dean of Chiche · 


fers Writings, et it may be 


Defence, that tho the Dofrines which are taught 


= Sherlock, in his Sermon before the Lord 
Mayor, are, in Appearance, the ſame with the 
Doctrines taught by the Biſpop of Bangor, in his 
Sermon before the KiNe, yet it has been provd 
by the Dean of Chicheſter himſelf, that the 


| Difference between em is extreamly wide. 


LEA — The Dean preach d his Doctrines 
with a + ſecret Reſerve, and with certain hidden 

Limitations : But the Doctriues of the Bis Hop 

were preach'd without Reſerve, and without 
Limitations =——lIt "muſt be granted, indeed, 
that both the OY, and the Dean on 'd againſt 
| "we 
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* on, Sherlock: Aer, &e. 3. 30. + ibid. 


preſent Sentiments. of the Dean of Chicheſter * F 
Not bur it might be granted for Diſputati- 


urg' d, in his 


For the Dean s Sermon was preach'd at St. 


Pl s; bur the BIS HoÞ* g at the Royal. Chap- 
pel——The Occafion, on which the Dean preach d, : 


Was the 5th of November; but che BisHop''* 
HAD No SUCH OCCASION, NO SUCH VIEW To. 


4 \ 


Cu) 


Perſecution, againſt forcing the Conſcience, and 


againſt the Right of the Magiſtrate to exerciſe 
Juriſdiction in Matters of Religion, almoſt in the 
ſame Words. But what Occaſions the grand 
Difference between the Biſhop and the Dean is, 
That tho their Words are the ſame, yet, as 
the Dean, ingeniouſly || confeſſes, their MEAN- 


|  INGiis vor. The Dean, therefore, ought. not to be 


charg'd with preaching againſt Perſecution, and 
the Magiſtrate's Right to force the Conſcience, 
if he did not MEAN to do ſo. But tho' I 
have. ſeem'd to grant, that Dean Sherlock | has 
preach'd the ſame Truths with the BISHOP of 
Bangor, in the ſame Words, but with a different 
Meaning; yet as a ſtronger Proof, that the Dean 
is not guilty of agreeing with the BISHOP, and 
diſagreeing With himſelf; it may eaſily be made 
' appear, that the Dean Words are not the ſame 
with the BIS HO rs Words, and conſequently 
that the Dean's Doctrines are different from the 
BisHoOP's, no leſs in the WORDS, than in 
the MEBANENG oo 0 oo bf we, 41 
| For the Biſhop ſpeaks of the Laws of 
. CHRIST: '* The Dean only of the Epricts of 
CnRISsT—— The Bis HoP of PURE Retr 
 -GION: The Dean only of RELICOION, which. 


PROC URES⁵ 


Dr. Sherlock's Anſwer, &c. p. 30. * See Dr Sherlock: n- 
h [wn the Biſhop of Bangor' Letter. 30 . * | | 900 
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 PROCURES SALVATION>—— The Biſhop af 
ſerts, that No MEN on Earth have a Right to 
add to the Sanct ions of CHRIST's Laws: The 
Dean, that neither CHURCH zor State, have any 
ſack Right— The Bishop denies that the Laws 
of CHRIST SHOULD be enforc'd by tempo- 
ral Puniſhments. The Dean affirms that Tem- 
poral Puniſhments are not PROPER to. enforce 
thoſe Laws——— The BisHop. ſays, That the 
Kingdom of CHRIST is not. to be ſupported 
by the MorT1vEes or This WORLD: The Dean, 
that the Kingdom of CHRIST is not to be 
ſupported by WorRL DLY.'POwER—— The 
Bis Hop declares againſt propagating Religion by 
TEMPORAL PUNISHMENTS : The Dean, again(t 
ALI METHODS of propagating Religion which 
are hurtful to Mex. Laſtly, The BisHoP. main- 
tains, Tlrat in Caſes of Oonſcicnce, the Sccular 
Arm of the MAGISTRATE IS NOT TO BE CALUD 
IN: The Dean, that the MAGISTRATE HAS No- 


THING.TO DO WITH CONSCIENCE, and that he 


55 puniſh the Errors, or Miſtakes of it. 
From the Paſſages here cited, its palpable and 
ſelf-evident, that the Dofrines Which are con- 
tain'd in Dr. Sherlack's Sermon before the Lord 

Mayor, are not expreſs'd in the ſame Words with 

the Doctrines contain'd in the BiSHOP of Ban- 

 gor's Sermon before the KING; and it being 
prov'd by the Dean of Chicheſter's Confeſſion, that 

Fee ee 


has no Right to bring Conſcience to His Bar, to 


; AJ 
thoſe Doctrines of his are not the ſame with the 
B1SHOP's in Meaning; it follows, that if thoſe 
Dioctrines had any Meaning at all, which it's to be 
wi ſp'd will not be diſputed ; it's poſſible that they 
may have rhe ſame Meaning with the Doctrines 
which the Dean has lately maintain d in his Contro- 
verſy with the BIS HO; and, conſequently, That 
the Dean may have acted a very conſiſtent and fin- 
cere Part, and may be altogether innocent of the 
Oxford SERMON-WRITER's Charge of Inſincerity, 


* and an evil Conſcience. 


I have now gone through my intended Vindi- 
cation of Dr. Snape and Dr. Sherlock. I have done 
that Juſtice to their Character which it deſerves, 
and have expos'd the ixſolent and ſhameful At- 

tempts of the SERMON-WRITITER, to calumniate 
and defame theſe worthy Perfons, After this, I 
flatter my ſelf that the wo Doctors themſelves 
will have ſo much Gratitude as to own that I 
have ſaid enough. But that I may give no Han- 
dle for others to fy nts me, of neglectiug any 
thing that's material in their Defence: T ſhall rake 
ſome Notice of the Second Part of this injurious 
Sermon, and ſhall prove, that it would be egual- 
Iy unjuſt to impute the fatal Effects of the Practice 
of Calumny, and Defamation in religious Controver- 
fy ro Dr. Snape and Dr. Sherlock, as it would be 


1 = ch arge chem with the ſinful Cauſes of this 


Prattice. 


* 


(14 ) 


In the ſecond Part of the Sermon, our for- 


ward Preacher repreſents in a very rhetorical 


and ſolemn Manner. That by means of the 
Practice of Calumny and Defamation in Re- 
Er * ligious Controverſy * the Prayers of an 
innocent and virtuous Perſon will be made the 7o- 
2 of Ridicule. + That his Words will 
2 miſconſtrued, and his Meaning perverted. 
© That he will be CENSUR p for Poſitions which 
© he has not laid down, and be reproach' d of 
© Conſequences which cannot be deduc'd. Thar 
his Intentions will be wrongfully ſuſpedted, and 


his Conduct be knowingly traduc d. That his 


5 deſire of Reformation will be reputed a Fond- 
neſs for Novelty, and his Perſeverance in ad- 
hering to Truth, will be call'd an obſtinate 


© Refuſal to . Error. That he will be ſaid 7 


© to affect {ingularity, when he tis. inquiſitive . 
© after Knowledge; and will be charg'd with 
* indulging his Pride and Self-Conceit, 1 * 13 
©. ſtudies to gratify his CUoiy in a Point of , 
q * Speculation. 0 

All theſe Effects, and many more than theſe, 
J agree with the Ser MoNn-WRITER, will ne- 
ceſſarily be produc'd by the Practice . 
lumny and Defamation in Religious Controverſyj, 
when tis Practice is dhe e of thoſe ſeveral 5 


| * Pia. Sermon, p . 16. 


=. 23 
ul Canſes, which the SER Mon-WRITER has 
We: aſſign'd. But PoSITa CAUSA, PONIT UR EFFEC. 
Tos. ET SUBLATA TOLLITUR, is a Maxim in 


Logick, that, I preſume, this Oxford. Preacher 


1 will admit to be true. Since, therefore, the 
'  finful Cauſes of the Practice of Calumny and 
Defamation can't, as I have before prov'd, be 


charg d on Dr. Snape and Dr. Sherlock; they 
muſt needs, even by this pert Accuſer himſelf, 


be acquitted of the fatal Effects which are pro- 
- duc'd by that Practice. The Sum and Sub- 
Nance of thoſe Arguments, which may be urg'd 


in Defence of the two Doctors againſt the Se- 
cond Part of the Sermon, may be compriz'd 
in the following SyLLOOISM, which is a Form 


of Argumentation, that, to the Praiſe and Glory 


of the preſent Age, has lately been reſtord to 
| aſe amongſt Gele Divincs, and polite Di 
EE patants ; and has been practis'd by Dr. Snape 
and Dr. Sherlock, with ſuch ſurprixing Succeſs 

in their Controverſy with the Biſhop of Bangor, 
as will make theſe acute Doctors be remember d, 
with due Honour, as long as their Pole- 
nmnical Writin 5 


The fata Effects of the Practice of Calum- . 


& ſhall eſcape Oblivion. 


ny and Defamation are, according to the SgęRMON- 
- *.WRITER, to be chargd upon thoſe Perſons to 
Whom the ſeveral finfu/ Cauſes of this Pra- 


£25 * * % 
"—_— 


S n — 


: way. of; Vindication of the two injur d | 4 
HE -- What I have nom to hope is, 5 


Tr 


ice, Which are aſign'd by” him, can 3ultly | 
be imputed. 1. 

But the ſerrtal Wo 3 - of: the Pte" 
ice of Calumy and Defamation, which are 
aſſigu d by the SERMON- WRITER, 
cant july be imputed ro Doctor Saupe and 
Do PR, Sherlock. 

Therefore, The Fatal Efelts of chip Pro- 
Hive, are not, according tothe ER MON 
WRITER; - to be 
erend Gentlemen. 4 

This S IL. 1.001 8 M- having the Force | 
of Demonſtration, ' 1 ; ſhall ſpare myfelf the 1 
Trouble of adding any T hing farther , by 


4 
4 


OS 4 wk bus. Ke. 
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Vindicatian may N 1 ; Ns 14 Wust. 
ory; and char I may nat ſeem ke 5 
eſpaſs d fo far on the Patience of 9 
ders, as to forfeit the Privilege of A” 
their Patience for the. future, if the SE Re © 


MON-WRITE R ſhould - preſume. 0 |. 
give me any | F RESH. PROVOCATION, | 


